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Sue Kraft

How Sweet 
It Is

Raysonic CD168 CD Player

For the music lover wanting it all—and who 
doesn’t these days?—Raysonic’s new CD168 CD 
player is not likely to disappoint. This flashy, Chinese-

made top-loader will not only catch your eye, but its Class A 
triode output stage will have your ears doing a 180, as well. 
All at a price that won’t, or at least shouldn’t, cause you to run 
screaming from the local hi-fi store.

Retailing at $2549, including an impressively substantial 
metal remote with volume control, the CD168’s list of  
features starts with a beautifully constructed, brushed and 
anodized aluminum chassis. Rounded corners add an elegant 
touch with a mirrored front-display glass, a magnetic puck 
to securely hold the compact disc in place, and a replaceable 
clear acrylic cover over the disc-well. Its high coolness-factor 
continues with four Russian-made 6922EH vacuum tubes 
peeking out of  a gully or trench directly behind the disc-
well. This tube gully is softly lit with blue LEDs on each end 
and along the perimeter. Three control/function buttons on 
each side of  the disc-well are also backlit with blue LEDs—
eighteen in total if  I’m not mistaken. Enough blue LEDs to 
light up the night sky or darkest of  listening rooms. While 
the mirrored front display has a three-stage dimmer, the only 
option for the blue glow is on/off. (It might have been nice 
to have had a dimmer for the LEDs, also.) Although I’ve 
never had a particular fetish for blue LEDs, I have to say the 
Raysonic CD168 looks pretty sharp. 

In fact, I’d call it a breath of  fresh air compared to the 
mundane, dime-a-dozen, one-size-fits-all utility cabinets 
too often found in this price range. I know, it’s the music 
that matters, and I agree. But I’ll have to admit “Grandpa 
Munster’s laboratory” has popped into my head on more than 
one occasion as I’ve perused the high-end audio offerings at 
several CES shows. An exaggeration? Perhaps. But a few years 
back when a non-audiophile friend pointed out a new arrival 
in my equipment rack and asked if  I had built it myself, it 
really gave me pause about the way the general public regards 
our hobby. Needless to say, your friends won’t be wondering 
if  you made the Raysonic yourself.

In addition to a striking wrapper, the CD168 boasts true 
balanced operation via a pair of  Burr-Brown PCM 1792 24-
bit/192k upsampling DACs, fed to a Class A triode vacuum-
tube output stage. (The back panel sports both RCA and XLR 
analog outputs, plus one digital coaxial output.) Other design 

features include a suspension system to isolate the Philips 
transport mechanism from vibration, a warm-up function to 
extend tube life, and ceramic tube sockets. A rather large main 
power switch is located on the unit’s right side, near the front. 
At least from an aesthetic standpoint, I would have preferred 
it on the back panel. One of  my few minor nitpicks about 
this player.

The Raysonic can also be connected directly to a power 
amp if  desired, eliminating the need for a preamp. Most of  
my listening was done utilizing the remote volume of  the 
Unison 200 integrated amp, so I simply left the volume of  the 
CD168 on its highest setting of  99. The owner’s manual really 
doesn’t go into much detail regarding features such as the 
remote volume, which is another one of  my minor quibbles. 
Not that operating the Raysonic is particularly complicated as 
CD players go; I just felt a little more information would have 
been helpful.

After being taken in hook, line, and sinker by the looks of  this 
player, I couldn’t help but wonder if  the Raysonic would turn 
out to be one of  those “all show and no go” components. In 
other words, fancy wheels and paint job but nothing under the 
hood. It took only a few spins around the block with a couple 
of  my favorite CDs to set those concerns aside. Although not 
perfect, the CD168 is an all-around excellent performer in its 
price range with a smooth, clean, and easygoing nature, not to 
mention an appealing musicality, as well. 

While I’d characterize the CD168 as being easygoing, I 
wouldn’t go so far as to call it laid-back. It also can be revealing 
of  associated equipment and source material, so perhaps a bit 
of  care should be taken when system-matching. (Never a bad 
idea anyway, as the same can be said of  most components.) 
It’s the old synergy thing that probably doesn’t get mentioned 
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enough. Back in the day I wouldn’t even 
dust my stereo for fear it would disturb 
the synergy. Yeah, I know—it sounds 
crazy, but it sure was a fun time.

The Raysonic made a nice transition 
from spirited banjo plucking to sweet 
and soulful vocals on Nickel Creek’s 
Nickel Creek [SUG]. While this player may 
lean a touch to the warm side, I didn’t 
find it to be overly rich or excessively 
colored. The soundstage easily spanned 
the width of  the speakers and beyond, 
with good height and depth, as well. 
Images were realistically sized with good 
separation and definition—no tube bloat 
or overlapping. The CD168 is engagingly 
smooth and listenable with nice rhythm 
and enough musicality to fill your house 
to the rafters. While I may not have a 
fetish for blue LEDs, vocal harmonies 
are another story. This player really did a 
superb job on this disc.

Another stunning example of  the 
gorgeous midrange of  this player was the 
Wailin’ Jennys’ 40 Days [RHR]. While it 
might be fun to play with those output 
tubes, I certainly had no complaints about 
the factory quad of  Russian 6922EHs. 
Vocals were again smooth, natural, and 
solidly placed in the soundstage. If  you 
take as much pleasure in vocals and vocal 
harmonies as I do, it won’t take long 
before you’re addicted to the CD168. This 
is one assignment I have truly enjoyed.

A few weaknesses sonically of  the 
Raysonic may be a bit of  softness in the 
upper and lower frequencies. Nothing 
I would consider a fault of  great 

consequence or one that will distract from 
the overall enjoyment of  the music, but 
in ultimate terms, the extension on both 
ends of  the spectrum could have reached 
a little farther. There was still plenty of  
detail, but without the fine delicacy in the 
treble of  top-flight players. The softening 
on the bottom was more noticeable, as 
it lessened the impact and definition in 
the very bottom registers. I have to say, 
though, lest anyone be too concerned 
about the bass performance, that while 
listening to the Titanic soundtrack I was 
still able to see ripples in my morning 
coffee. Two lumps of  sugar, please, and 
no spoon needed for stirring.

Honestly, had I not known the 
retail price of  the CD168 prior to its 
arrival, I might have guessed a cost 
several thousand more than its $2549 
sticker, simply based on looks and 
build-quality. While some may not care 
for the lightshow, I rather enjoyed it, 
finding the uniqueness a breath of  
fresh air. And while not perfect (what 
is?), the Raysonic is an excellent all-
around performer for the money. I 
worry sometimes that finding even the 
most miniscule of  faults may discourage 
a potential audition, which would be a 
shame. There’s still no substitute for 
trying a component in your own system. 
The CD168’s midrange magic and 
musicality really need to be heard to be 
appreciated. Scribbled across the top 
page of  my notes on this aesthetic head-
turner are the immortal words of  Ralph 
Kramden, “How sweet it is!” TAS

Specs & Pricing
Tube complement: Four Russian-made 6922EH
Analog outputs: One single-ended RCA and one balanced XLR
Digital outputs: One 75Ω coaxial
Dimensions: 18" x 5" x 11 ¾"
Weight: 25 lbs.
Price: $2549

NAT Distribution (U.S. Distributor)
2307-R Bristol Pike
Bensalem, PA 19020
(215) 953-9099
natdistribution.com
info@natdistribution.com 

Associated Equipment
Meridian 808 & G08 CD players; Meridian G02 controller, Atma-Sphere 
MP-3 preamp, BAT 3ix preamp, Sonic Euphoria passive preamp; Meridian 
G57 amp, BAT VK-55 amp, Atma-Sphere Novacron amps, Atma-Sphere M60 
amps; B&W 800D & 704 speakers, VS VR4jr speakers, Coincident Super 
Eclipse speakers; various Harmonic Technology, Synergistic Research, 
Audio Magic, Paul Speltz, Elrod, Cardas, JPS, Tributaries, Bright 
Star Audio, and Symposium cables & accessories; Chang Lightspeed 
Encounter & CLS 705 powerline filter; Echo Busters & ACS room 
treatment
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